
 

President’s Message  
Charlene Weaving – St. Francis Xavier University, cweaving@stfx.ca  

Warm fall greetings from Antigonish Nova Scotia! It is an honour to 
submit my first report as President. It is hard to believe that only a month 
ago we gathered in Cardiff Wales for the 43rd IAPS conference. I would 
like to officially thank Alun Hardman and his team for a wonderful 
conference. Special thanks to also Jess Brainch, Lisa Edwards, and 
Carwyn Jones for their efforts. 
 
The 2015 conference program featured three keynotes. David Papineau 
dared to reopen the debate on the classification of sport, games and play, 
and we hope that he will attend many more IAPS conferences. Paul 
Gaffney, the new JPS Editor, delivered a great keynote on playing with 

cheating. The conference closed with Jesús Ilundáin-Agurruza’s thought-provoking and energetic 
Presidential Address! Given the location, it is also important to note that IAPS featured its first ever 
Welsh session. With the 2015 Rugby World Cup starting at the end of the September, it was very 
special and exciting to attend a test match between Wales and Italy. Followed by, a scenic 
conference dinner overlooking the Cricket stadium. 
 
Next, I recognize both outgoing and incoming officers. Many thanks to outgoing Members-at-Large 
Chad Carlson and Teresa Lacerda.  Welcome Claudia Boger and Junko Yamaguchi.  We thank 
Sharon Stoll, the past IAPS newsletter for some 15 years. This newsletter celebrates her extensive 
important service. We also welcome Adam Pfleegor, the “Rookie” as the new Newsletter Editor. 
And last, but certainly not least, incoming Secretary-Treasurer Peter Hopsicker. I look forward to 
working with this solid Executive team. 
 
As highlighted in the Minutes from the Executive and AGM meetings, IAPS has committed to 
increasing funding for students, increasing conference grants, and covering travel costs for keynotes. 
We are also in the process of updating the Constitution and clarifying descriptions for IAPS awards. 
 
Finally, I hope to see you all in Olympia Greece 2016. Many kudos to Heather Reid who has already 
been diligently planning for next year. 
 
Sincerely yours,  
 
Charlene 
 
P.S. Perhaps what makes IAPS so unique is the diversity and talent (beyond scholarly pursuits) of 
its member. Please check out this video from the banquet 2015, and be sure to crank up the volume! 
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Note from the Editor  
Adam Pfleegor – Florida International University, adam.pfleegor@fiu.edu  
As the temperature dips for the upcoming Fall/Winter in the Northern hemisphere (sorry Dennis), 
let me extend a warm, sunny greeting from beautiful South Florida. It is my honor to take over as 
editor of the newsletter; a position previously held by Sharon Stoll. Acting as editor for well over 
a decade, Sharon was pivotal in relaying information to IAPS members and scholars across the 
globe. I, as well as the entire IAPS membership are greatly appreciative of her efforts, dedication, 
and longevity. 

As I transition into the role, you may have noticed an update to the newsletter. Over the next few 
issues, we will be rolling out additional features on IAPS student members, teaching initiatives, 
and interesting member tidbits from around the globe. I encourage everyone to contact me directly 
if you have a story or interesting feature you wish to share in an upcoming issue. 

I hope you enjoy the updated look of the newsletter, and I wish all a productive completion to the 
semester. 

Secretary – Treasurer’s Message  
Peter Hopsiker – Penn State Altoona, pmh12@psu.edu  
Greetings, 
For those of you who do not know me, I am Peter Hopsicker, Associate Professor of Kinesiology 
at Penn State Altoona, and your newly elected Secretary-Treasurer. While I know I have big shoes 
to fill, I’m quite certain that our new President, Charlene Weaving, will keep me in order (and on 
my toes!). Please do not hesitate to email me should you have any questions. 

IAPS Membership 
Please note that your 2015 IAPS membership will expire on December 31, 2015. You will be sent 
renewal notice(s), from Human Kinetics beginning next month-- November 2015, reminding you 
to renew for the upcoming year (2016) at http://iaps.net/join-iaps/. 
We encourage you to please keep your IAPS membership up to date and ensure you email address 
and mailing address are current. 

We also remind you that there is the option when you renew to donate to the Student Travel 
Awards. Thank you for supporting this important and critical endeavor. 

As of the end of September 2015, IAPS has 163 members.  

Minutes and Reports 

2015 IAPS AGM Agenda and Reports – Distributed August 23, 2015 

2015 IAPS Executive Agenda and Reports – Distributed August 24, 2015 

Minutes from IAPS General Business Meeting – September, 5, 2015 (Cardiff, Whales) 

Minutes from IAPS Executive Board Meeting – September 2, 2015 (Cardiff, Whales) 

News from the Journal of the Philosophy of Sport  
Paul Gaffney (Editor) – St. John’s University, gaffneyp@stjohns.edu  
This is my first report as JPS Editor. I am currently learning how to manage the various editorial 
functions of the ScholarOne website, which definitely involves a bit of a learning curve, but it is 
gradually becoming comfortable for me. The people at Taylor and Francis have been very helpful. 
 
I know I speak for everyone connected to IAPS and especially for those of us who have worked as 
JPS Board members when I express my gratitude to John Russell for the amazing job he did as 
Editor for the past nine years. I am very conscious of the high standard he maintained for our 
journal and how that commitment impacts everything we do in IAPS. Thanks primarily to John, 

  

Cardiff Castle – Cardiff, Whales 
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JPS is today in very good shape: we have a good business relationship with Taylor and Francis, 
we have an excellent and enthusiastic Editorial Board, and we continue to publish high-quality, 
cutting-edge work in our field. I know how important to build upon this success. 
 
I have great support as I transition into the job. I am in regular contact with John with all my 
questions and ideas, and previous JPS Editors Nick Dixon, Bill Morgan, and Scott Kretchmar 
have also given me support and advice as I begin my work. I have asked Cesar Torres to continue 
working as the Associate Editor and he has accepted, which is very good news for me and for all  
As I write this report JPS issue 42.3 is about to appear and we are busy preparing articles for JPS 
issue 43.1, which will be published in March 2106. The 43.1 issue includes a Special Section 
devoted to the work of Robert L. Simon that includes ten articles from commentators and a 
response from Bob, which will stand as a permanent contribution to our field. The Special Section 
has been expertly guest-edited by Scott Kretchmar. In addition, we continue to receive excellent 
submissions on a regular basis.  
 
In the previous IAPS Newsletter John expressed confidence that the best days for the journal and 
for IAPS are ahead of us. I think that is a very exciting and challenging thought to keep in mind, 
and I will do my best to contribute to that aspiration.  

Social Impact of Sport Philosophy  
Dennis Hemphil (Chair) – Victoria University, dennis.hemphill@vu.edu.au  
As Chair of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Social Impact of Sport Philosophy, which includes Jim 
Parry and Cesar Torres, here is an update on this initiative. 

An online survey was sent to IAPS members (thanks Pam Sailors for your work in setting this up) 
to gauge the main impacts sought after in sport philosophy research, plus the extent to which IAPS 
members undertake collaborative, interdisciplinary research and perceive there to be some 
expectation to produce high social impact sport philosophy research. The main result from the 
online survey (n=37) about the social impact of sport philosophy indicated that while many IAPS 
members aimed to have research impacts in industry, professional and community settings, very 
few did so in a collaborative or inter-disciplinary manner. Also, there is no telling from the survey 
if those who aim to have social impact were actually effective in doing so.  
See survey results at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-C3GK7YQ9/. 

The social impact of sport philosophy panel session (D. Hemphill, M. McNamee, A. Schneider, J. 
Parry) at the recent IAPS conference in Cardiff, Wales, provided four international examples of 
collaborative projects that have had an impact on policy, curriculum standards, as well as industry 
and community practice. Tim Elcombe's paper at the conference outlined a useful conceptual 
framework for social impact, which he referred to in the context of three approaches to sport 
philosophy: sport meta-philosophy, applied sport philosophy, and sport development, the latter 
about providing normative inquiry expertise to attempt to meliorate the thick and vital problems 
facing sport practice communities on a daily basis. 
 
These types of practical examples of social impact, and its conceptualisation, plus plans for a 
social impact webpage and possible workshops on strategic social impact research and media 
training, should be helpful as we move forward with the social impact of sport philosophy project.  
 
As part of this initiative, efforts will be devoted to the following strategies designed to: 

1.   Increase awareness among IAPS members of the nature and scope of activities that 
exemplify social impact of sport philosophy. 

2.   Understand better how social impact can enhance the employability and/or academic 
promotion prospects of IAPS members. 

3.   Build bridges between academic sport philosophy/IAPS and government, industry, 
professional and community bodies.  

4.   Furnish possible criteria for the allocation of IAPS resources for guest speakers at annual 
conferences.  
 

There is some momentum with this project, and we welcome your input to build it further. 

  

Whales v. Italy Rugby Match 

 

 

 

Enjoying an afternoon off in Cardiff 

 

 

 

Mika Hämäläinen – 2015 
Kretchmar Student Paper Award 
winner 
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2015 Conference Report – Cardiff, Whales 
John Gleaves – California State University Fullerton, jgleaves@fullerton.edu   
From one home to another… 

The 2015 IAPS Annual Conference hosted by Cardiff 
Metropolitan University proved to be the success that many 
had anticipated. Alun Hardman and his fine team welcomed 
the world’s sport philosophers to an institution that has long 
nurtured our field and we cannot express enough gratitude. 
For many, though it was our first time in Cardiff, we were 
made to feel at home. Once again, please allow me to express 
IAPS’s gratitude to Alun and our friends at Cardiff 
Metropolitan University who hosted an outstanding 
conference. 

Moreover, with new faces and old veterans mixing together, I 
certainly sensed how IAPS continues to improve the quality of scholarship and the breadth of the 
field. Nowhere was this better personified than in Jesus Illundain’s presidential address, which 
linked philosophy of mind with Eastern martial arts and adventure sports to present a novel 
approach to sport and embodiment. The diversity of scholarship illustrated how an international 
organization such as IAPS can facilitate scholarship that goes beyond regional, linguistic, and 
national boundaries. I hope IAPS continues to foster sport philosophy that represents the diversity 
of inquiry in philosophy and the breadth of meaningful forms of physical activity.  

With that spirit, I am also pleased to announce that IAPS is 
returning to another “home” in 2016. Thanks to Heather Reid 
and the International Olympic Academy (IOA), the 2016 
IAPS Annual Conference will be held in Olympia, Greece at 
the IOA’s campus. For those who have not been to the IOA 
before, the campus sits nestled in the hills of Olympia only a 
stone’s throw from the site of the Ancient Olympic Games 
and the Temple of Zeus. For additional information, please 
visit the 2016 IAPS Annual Conference website here: 
https://fontearetusa.wordpress.com/2016-iaps-conference/.  

In the meantime, please look forward to the forthcoming call 
for papers. If you have any further questions, please contact 
me directly.  

2016 Conference Preview – Olympia, Greece 
Heather Reid – Morningside College, reid@morningside.edu   
Fonte Aretusa is delighted to welcome you to the birthplace of the Olympic Games for the 2016 
conference of the International Association for the Philosophy of Sport, September 19-23. 
Conference participants have the option to meet in Athens and take a tour of the 
historic Panathenaic Stadium before transferring by private bus to Olympia, with stops to see the 
ancient athletic facilities of Isthmia, Nemea, and Messene. Lodging will be available in single, 
double, or dormitory rooms at the International Olympic Academy, as well as a selected hotels 
downtown. In addition to academic presentations, conference activities will include guided visits 
to the archaeological site and museum of Ancient Olympia, the Museum of the History of the 
Ancient Olympic Games, regular sports activities at the IOA, and a final banquet of Greek 
specialties with traditional music at Hotel Europa’s scenic Greek taverna. The transfer back to 
Athens will include lunch and a visit to Delphi’s site and museum.  Registration and tour costs 
will be available soon, along with additional conference information at www.fontearetusa.com.  
 

2016 Conference Basic 
Schedule 

 
Sunday 9/18 

Arrival in Athens 
 

Monday 9/19 
Transfer to Olympia via Isthmia, 

Nemea, Messene 
 

Tuesday 9/20 
Opening Session/Keynote/Reception 

 
Wednesday 9/21 

Tour of Archaeological Site and 
Museum/Sessions/Sports Activities 

 
Thursday 9/22 

Sessions/Keynote/Tour of Ancient 
Olympic Games Museum 

 
Friday 9/23 

Sessions/Distinguished Scholar 
Lecture/Football Game/Banquet 

 
Saturday 9/24 

Transfer back to Athens via Delphil 
 

Sunday 9/25 
Departure from Athens 

. 
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IAPS Student Highlight 
Adam Berg – Pennsylvania State University 

 
At PSU, who are your advisors and what year are you in the 
program? 
Dr. Scott Kretchmar & Dr. Mark Dyreson serve as my advisors and I 
am in my 5th year.  
 
What is your dissertation topic? 
My dissertation is cultural and political history centered on the State 
of Colorado’s decision to make it illegal for public funds to be 
allocated to the 1976 Winter Olympics.   
 
What is your primary research interest in sport philosophy? 
My primary interests in sport philosophy include the metaphysics of 
games, ethical theories for games, and the intersection of such 
theories and politics. I am currently working on a paper that 

discusses whether or not the internal goods or constitutive skills of sports carrying any political 
significance outside of sports themselves.   
 
What has IAPS meant to your career to this point? 
My career aspirations are directly tied to the International Association for the Philosophy of Sport.  
The organization is a source of dialogues and debates that engage my curiosity and motive my 
own philosophic efforts. Most of my work has built off of theories and arguments constructed by 
IAPS members, shared at IAPS conferences, and published in IAPS’s journal. The Journal of the 
Philosophy of Sport and annual conference continues to be a source of intellectual inspirations and 
challenges.  
 
What originally got you interested in the philosophy of sport? 
My interest and commitment to sport philosophy was sparked in Dr. Stephen Mosher’s class on 
the Philosophic Aspects of Sport at Ithaca College. I took the course as a Sport Management 
undergrad.  That course, along with many others taught at Ithaca by Dr. Mosher, Dr. Ellen 
Staurosky, Dr. James Gray, and Dr. Annemarie Farrell inspired my intellectual curiosity and 
convinced me of the value of humanities centered teaching and research.  
 
What are some of your hobbies? 
My love of sports preceded and certainly equals my 
love of philosophy. I enjoy running, hiking, pick-up 
basketball, and rooting for professional sports teams 
that used to (or still do) play home games on Long 
Island. My favorite sport of all to play is lacrosse. 
Along with ruminating on sport philosophy and 
playing sports, I enjoy going on adventures wherever 
and whenever with my partner Jackie.  
 

New Feature: 

As a new feature of the 
newsletter, we will be 

highlighting IAPS student 
members to better learn 

about their personal and 
research interests! If you, 

or one of your students, 
would like to be 

highlighted, please contact 
the newsletter editor. 


