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President's Message 
Pam Sailors – Missouri State University, 
pamelasailors@missouristate.edu 

I’m truly honored to submit my first 
report as President. It was only a month 
ago that we were in beautiful Kyoto for 
the 47th Annual IAPS conference, this 
year combined with the annual 
conference of the Japan Society for the 
Philosophy of Sport and Physical 
Education. Let me take this 
opportunity officially to thank Koyo 
Fukasawa and his team for a wonderful 

conference. The pre- and post-conference tours were spectacular. I 
hope someday to have nightingale floors installed in my home! 

Thanks also to Emily Ryall for putting together a great academic 
program. It was a treat to be educated by Satoshi Higuchi’s opening 
keynote on “Theories of the Body and Japanese Perspectives;” and 
Alun Hardman’s Presidential Address “On Pragmatism, justice and 
the ethics of sport” was a skillful combination of theory and 
application. The session presentations were of consistently high 
quality as well. I trust everyone went away inspired and motivated.

Changes to the Executive Board membership come each year with 
the end of the conference. Many thanks to outgoing Members-at-
Large Dennis Hemphill and Doug McLaughlin, Newsletter Editor 
Adam Pfleegor, and Honors, Awards and Future Sites Committee 
member Mizuho Takemura. A warm welcome to those stepping 
into their roles: Alfred Archer and John William Devine are new 
Members-at Large, Kenneth Aggerholm has taken on the 
Newsletter Editorship, and Yoshiko Oda joins HAFS. 
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I want to express appreciation to outgoing President Alun 
Hardman for his steady leadership of the Association over the 
previous two years. I hope to expand on his work, working with 
JPS Editor Paul Gaffney on completing the next publishing 
contract, with Peter Hopsicker on full implementation of the new 
CVent membership portal, and with you all on continuing the 
growth and active participation of our membership. Please don’t 
hesitate to contact me with comments, suggestions, and items for 
consideration.

I’m already looking forward to IAPS 2020 in Split, Croatia, where 
host Matija Mato Škerbić is at work making preparations for our 
arrival. Hope to see you all there!

Note from the Editor  
Kenneth Aggerholm – Norwegian School of Sport Sciences, 
kenneth.aggerholm@nih.no

Greetings friends and colleagues! I am excited to have taken on the 
role as Newsletter Editor and I first of all want to thank my 
predecessor, Adam Pfleegor, for his dedicated work with the 
Newsletter and for helping to ensure a smooth transition. I hope I 
will be able to fill his shoes and I welcome any thoughts and 
suggestions from you that can help improve the Newsletter and 
ensure that it functions as a effective medium of communication in 
our association.

It was great to see many of you in Kyoto last month. Our Japanese 
hosts led by Koyo Fukasawa made it difficult not to enjoy both the 
academic and cultural events at the conference, and as always the 
stimulating presentations, discussions and talks left me thoroughly 
inspired. I can’t wait to see you all in Split next year, where I am 
confident that Matija Škerbić will organise yet another 
extraordinary IAPS conference. 

This October edition of the Newsletter features the first message 
from our new President, Pam Sailors, important information from 
our Secretary-Treasurer about the new IAPS Membership Portal, as 
well as reports from our Journal Editor and Conference Chair. I 
wish you all a happy reading and a joyful end to the year.

2

Outgoing President, Alun 
Hardman congratulated by 
Charlene Weaving after his 
2019 Presidential Address.

Pre-conference tour in Kyoto, 
Japan.

Participants at the IAPS 
Workshop on Philosophies of 
Martial Arts and Life
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Secretary–Treasurer’s Message 
Peter Hopsicker – Penn State Altoona,  
iaps.sectres@gmail.com

Greetings Friends!

2020 Memberships can now be secured through our new IAPS 
Membership Portal.  

Remember that IAPS Memberships are on a calendar year. The 
membership you will be purchasing will be for January to 
December 2020.

Quick Steps:

1. Go here: IAPS Membership Portal.  
2. If you have not already done so, set up a profile.
3. If/once you have set up a profile, click on the “my profile” tab 

above the IAPS logo.
4. Underneath the IAPS logo, you will see “purchase 

membership.”  Click that.
5. Select your membership and follow the instructions to check 

out.
6. You should receive a confirming email. (Don’t forget to look in 

your junk folder)

From now on, if you wish to change your mailing address, email 
address, or other contact information, you can do so by editing 
your profile.

If you have any questions, or have any suggestions for 
improvement, please let me know at iaps.sectres@gmail.com.

News from the Journal of the 
Philosophy of Sport 
Paul Gaffney (Editor) – St. John’s University,  
gaffneyp@stjohns.edu

As I write this report JPS issue 46-03 is in preparation and will be 
mailed soon. As always, we hope that there are no distribution 
problems, although we have had some from time to time. Anyone 
who has any questions or difficulties with respect to their JPS 
mailings, please contact me and I will work to resolve it. I am in 
regular contact with the Managing Editor and the Production 
people at Taylor & Francis and they are responsive to our concerns. 
If you do not receive an issue that you expecting, the first thing to 
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New IAPS 
Membership Portal 

Make sure to secure your 
2020 membership by visiting 
the new portal here.  
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do is make sure your dues are paid and your membership is in good 
standing. If you find that they are, then the problem is with Taylor 
& Francis. I would ask you please to write me directly and tell me 
which issues you have missed, and I will communicate that to the 
production people at Taylor & Francis

At the Editorial Board meeting in Kyoto (September 2019) we 
continued a discussion about Special Sections. There seems to be a 
good deal of interest in Special Sections, and a number of 
interesting topics have been mentioned to me and to other Board 
members. For the sake of clarity and transparency, it seems 
necessary to formalize this process. The Board decided that we 
would typically accept proposals at some specified deadline in the 
summer, and then discussed by the Board at the following 
September meeting. I will soon post an official invitation for 
proposals on the IAPS and JPS website. Members of the Editorial 
Board can propose Special Sections at any time, which the 
Editorial Board will discuss by emails throughout the year. We have 
a Special Section scheduled to be published in the November 2020 
issue of JPS (JPS 47.03), on the topic “Ancient Philosophy of Sport.” 
This Special Section will be guest edited by Heather Reid.

As I have mentioned in the past few Newsletters, an important 
current project for the journal is the renegotiation of our 
Publishing Agreement with Taylor and Francis. The previous 
Publishing Agreement expired December 31, 2018 but because 
neither side expressed a desire to end the relationship before 
December 31, 2017 (the deadline for notice of termination for both 
parties), the Agreement automatically rolled over for another three 
years. We have received a draft proposal of a new Publishing 
Agreement with Taylor & Francis, which would extend our 
relationship for another seven years, at least. We are currently in 
the process of reviewing this proposal, with the help of some 
outside consultants. It is my hope and expectation that we will 
have a new Agreement to announce early next year.

I have also decided to do an annual end-of-year report, covering the 
twelve month period from January-December, to be posted in the 
March newsletters. The report I usually do in preparation for the 
IAPS conference actually combines data from two calendar year, 
roughly from mid-August of the previous year to mid-August 
immediately preceding the conference. A calendar year report will 
likely be much easier to read and much more accurate, so I will 
prepare that for the next Newsletter (March 2020). 
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Click here to view 
the most recent 
issue of JPS 
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Conference Chair’s Report 
Emily Ryall – University of Gloucestershire,  
eryall@glos.ac.uk

This year’s conference in Kyoto was a huge success and although I 
was unable to attend myself, I have heard many great things about 
the quality of papers, development of friendships and helpfulness 
and efficiency of the organising committee. I wish to thank Koyo 
Fukasawa, Takayuki Hata and their team for all their hard work in 
hosting the conference. Nearly 90 papers from members from 22 
countries were presented over the five days with a variety of topics 
ranging from the value of yoga in education, to neuro-doping and 
cognitive enhancement, to e-sport, to the use of animals in sport, 
to gender equality, to the development of philosophy of sport in 
different countries. In other words, there was something for 
everyone and I’m sure that most people found themselves in 
stimulating sessions, deliberating on topics that they had never 
previously considered. The diversity of interests and approaches 
with a constructiveness and friendly spirit of criticism is something 
that makes IAPS conferences special.

Next year’s conference will be held in the beautiful city of Split, 
Croatia hosted by IAPS member Matija Škerbić between 22nd – 25th 
September. Calls for abstracts will go out around January with a 
deadline for April.
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The 2019 IAPS hosting team 
in front of the conference 
venue.

Next year's IAPS conference 
will be in Split, Croatia!

 

Participants at the 2019 IAPS 
conference gathered at the 
Welcome Reception:
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